
he Linn Sondek LP12 

turntable probably has 

more aftermarket 

PRGLÀFDWLRQV�WKDQ�DQ\�
other turntable. It’s not surprising 

really, as the Sondek is a top selling 

high-end design, so a lot of people 

KDYH�JRW�WKHP�DQG�D�SHUFHQWDJH�RI�
WKRVH�SHRSOH�FDQ·W�KHOS�WLQNHULQJ��,W·V�
DOVR�UHQRZQHG�IRU�EHLQJ�GLIÀFXOW�WR�
set-up, although not for Derek 

Jenkins who is an LP12 guru and 

knows more about setting them up 

than anyone this side of Glasgow.  

He has set up more LP12s than  

(XURV�ORDQHG�WR�*UHHFH��DQG�VR�LV� 
in a better position than most to 

know its various weaknesses.

The standard LP12 top plate is a 

sheet of stainless steel with bolts 

SURWUXGLQJ�IURP�LWV�XQGHUVLGH�ZKLFK�
À[�LW�WR�WKH�ZRRGHQ�VXUURXQG�RI�WKH�

SOLQWK��DQG�VXSSRUW�WKH�VXEFKDVVLV� 
RQ�VSULQJV��,W·V�D�VLPSOH�EXW�HIIHFWLYH�
FRPSRQHQW�ZKLFK�DOVR�KROGV�WKH�
PRWRU�LQ�SODFH��DQG�KDV�KROHV�IRU�WKH�
EHDULQJ�LQ�WKH�FHQWUH�DQG�WKH�RQ�RII�
EXWWRQ�LQ�LWV�ERWWRP�OHIW�KDQG�FRUQHU��

The Tiger Paw Khan top-plate is 

PDFKLQHG�IURP�DOXPLQLXP�ZLWK�
grooves top and bottom designed to 

PD[LPLVH�ULJLGLW\�DQG�FRQWURO�
UHVRQDQFH�SURGXFHG�E\�WKH�PRWRU�� 
It’s a beautiful and substantial part, 

with an unusual ring pattern on top 

to break up standing waves.

8QGHUQHDWK��LW�KDV�VSHFLDOO\�
PDFKLQHG�VWXGV�WR�VXSSRUW�WKH�VSULQJ�
JURPPHWV�ZKLFK�ORRN�FRQVLGHUDEO\�
stiffer than the standard items. In its 

SDUWLFOH�EODVWHG�DQG�DQRGLVHG�ÀQLVK� 
LW�FRPSDUHV�IDYRXUDEO\�ZLWK�/LQQ·V�

Paw man’s 
Sondek
Tiger Paw’s Khan package for Linn’s ubiquitous 
LP12 enhances the performance of a hi-! 
classic, says Jason Kennedy...

T

The Tiger Paw Khan is machined from aluminium 
with grooves top and bottom that are designed 
to maximise rigidity and control resonance

.HHO�LQWHJUDWHG�VXEFKDVVLV�DQG�
DUPERDUG��\HW�FRVWV�FRQVLGHUDEO\�OHVV��
7KHUH�LV�D�VHFRQG�HOHPHQW�WR�WKH�
.KDQ�²�D�FURVV�EUDFH�ZKLFK�EULGJHV�
the bottom of the plinth. This 

VXSSRUWV�WKH�FLUFXLW�ERDUG�EHWZHHQ�
the motor and the mains lead, the 

3�FOLS�WKDW�KROGV�WKH�WRQHDUP�FDEOH�
and an earthing point for the 

VXEFKDVVLV��,W·V�D�VWUXFWXUDO�HOHPHQW�
of the plinth where Tiger Paw 

UHSODFHV�/LQQ·V�SUHVVHG�VWHHO�FKDQQHO�
ZLWK�D�PDFKLQHG�DOXPLQLXP�EUDFH�
that brings further rigidity to the 

plinth without adding weight.

Like the Keel, or any other LP12 

upgrade the Khan needs to be  

ÀWWHG�WR�WKH�WXUQWDEOH��DQG�DV�WKLV�
LQYROYHV�D�IXOO�UHEXLOG�LW�FDQ�DGG�WR�
WKH�FRVW��'HUHN�-HQNLQV�FKDUJHV� 
�����IRU�WKH�MRE�EXW�WKLV�LQFOXGHV� 
DQ\�QHZ�¶FRQVXPDEOHV·�VXFK�DV�

JURPPHWV�DQG�À[LQJV��7KH�FRPSDQ\�
has seven dealers around the  

FRXQWU\�ZKR�KDYH�WKHLU�RZQ� 
SULFHV�IRU�WKH�VHUYLFH��

Sound quality
,�ZHQW�WR�YLVLW�,QÀGHOLW\�LQ�VRXWK�ZHVW�
London to hear a demonstration of 

WKH�7LJHU�3DZ�.KDQ�PRGLÀHG�6RQGHN�
against the standard-issue Linn LP12. 

,�DXGLWLRQHG�DQ�RWKHUZLVH�FXUUHQW�
VSHFLÀFDWLRQ�/3���ZLWK�D�/LQQ�$NLWR�
DUP�DQG�'\QDYHFWRU�'9��'��PRYLQJ�
FRLO�FDUWULGJH��ÀWWHG�ZLWK�WKH�.KDQ�
XSJUDGHV��WKLV�YLD�D�V\VWHP�FRQVLVWLQJ�
RI�D�1DLP�1$&�����SUHDPS�ZLWK�
6XSHUFDS�SRZHU�VXSSO\��1DLP�1$3�
����SRZHU�DPS�DQG�%RZHUV�	�
:LONLQV�����'LDPRQG�VSHDNHUV��7KH�
PRGLÀHG�WXUQWDEOH�GHOLYHUHG�D�

Cast aluminium top-
plate is finished to 
exacting tolerances

The kit 
also 

includes a 
machined  
alloy brace 
bar
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If you want to discover the thrill and 
power of the music, then this is an 

impressive modi!cation for the LP12 
owner looking to bring his turntable 

into the 21st century

Khan top-plate upgrade 
strengthens the plinth 
structure, reducing 
resonance
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A series of grooves are 
set into the casting  
to improve rigidity
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SRZHUIXO��ZHOO�GHÀQHG�DQG�G\QDPLF�
sound that has oodles of detail. It’s  

D�FRQVLGHUDEO\�PRUH�FRQWHPSRUDU\�
VRXQG�WKDQ�WKLV�WXUQWDEOH�SURGXFHV� 
LQ�VWDQGDUG�IRUP��ZKLFK�VHHPV�UDWKHU�
YDJXH�DQG�ORRVHO\�GHÀQHG�E\�ZD\�RI�
FRPSDULVRQ��0RVW�VXUSULVLQJO\�
perhaps, the timing improves. It 

UHVROYHV�FRQVLGHUDEO\�PRUH�RI�WKH�
PXVLF·V�DWWDFN�DQG�GHFD\��HVSHFLDOO\�
in the bass – an area where the 

VWDQGDUG�/3���LV�ÁXLG�EXW�QRW�
SDUWLFXODUO\�ZHOO�GHÀQHG��,�SOD\HG�D�
/HR�.RWWNH�SLHFH�FDOOHG�Nothing 

Works�ZKLFK�LV�GHQVH�DQG�HQHUJHWLF��
and both qualities were apparent on 

WKH�PRGLÀHG�GHFN��ZKLFK�UHYHDOHG�
WKH�VPDOO�VFDOH�WHPSOH�EHOOV�DQG�WKH�
SXQFK�RI�WKH�NLFN�GUXP�LQ�D�KLJKO\�
FRQWUROOHG�\HW�PXVLFDO�IDVKLRQ�
5LFNLH�/HH�-RQHV·�*KHWWR�RI�0\�
0LQG�KDV�D�UK\WKPLF�OLQH�WKDW�VLWV� 
just behind the beat, something that 

you get a hint of with a regular LP12,  

but it’s pretty obvious with the Khan. 

$V�LV�WKH�VQDS�RI�WKH�VQDUH�DQG�WKH�
power of the bass drum, the lows 

EHLQJ�WDXW�DQG�H[WHQGHG�WR�JUDYLW\��
HQKDQFLQJ�HIIHFW��7KH�RWKHU�
interesting quality that this mod 

EULQJV�LV�HQKDQFHG�FRKHUHQFH��\RX�
get a better sense of the interplay 

WKDW�WKH�PXVLFLDQV�EUHZ�XS�LQ�WKH�
VWXGLR��WKLV�SUREDEO\�EHFDXVH�LW·V�
possible to hear what they’re doing 

with greater ease. 

$�VLPSOHU�SLHFH��Sweet Home 

&KLFDJR�E\�7DM�0DKDO��ZLWK�EDFNLQJ�
by the Pointer Sisters, reveals the 

H[WHQW�WR�ZKLFK�WKLV�WXUQWDEOH�FDQ�SXW�
the players in the room, shut your 

H\HV�DQG�WKH�VSHDNHUV�FDQ·W�EH�SLFNHG�
RXW��EXW�WKH�VHQVH�RI�OLYH�PXVLF�LV�
SDOSDEOH��7KH�TXDOLW\�RI�EDFNLQJ�LV�

also entirely apparent with the 

GLIIHUHQW�YRLFHV�EHLQJ�HDV\�WR�
DSSUHFLDWH��7KLV�LV�DOVR�GRZQ�WR�WKH�
SDUWQHULQJ�HOHFWURQLFV�DQG�VSHDNHUV��
RI�FRXUVH��EXW�LI�LW·V�QRW�EHLQJ�
SURGXFHG�E\�WKH�VRXUFH�LW�ZRQ·W�
manifest however good the system.

If you want your system to sound 

like a well worn pair of slippers the 

7LJHU�3DZ�PD\�QRW�EH�IRU�\RX��%XW� 
if on the other hand you want to 

UHGLVFRYHU�WKH�SRZHU�DQG�WKULOO�RI� 
WKH�PXVLF�WKHQ�WKLV�LV�DQ�LPSUHVVLYH�
PRGLÀFDWLRQ�WKDW�ORRNV�OLNH�JUHDW�YDOXH� 
for the LP12 owner looking to bring 

KLV�WXUQWDEOH�LQWR�WKH���VW�FHQWXU\�

On the record
Jason Kennedy speaks to Tiger Paw’s 

Derek Jenkins... 

JK: What’s your background?
DJ:�,·YH�DOZD\V�NHSW�TXLWH�D�ORZ�SURÀOH�
really. I started in 1975 when I got a 
Saturday job in a shop in Hounslow 
that had a Linn account, it was one of 
WKH�YHU\�ÀUVW�RQHV��7KHQ�DIWHU�WKH�JX\�

sold the business I moved to New 
6RXQG�LQ�+ROERUQ�ZKHUH�&KULV�7KRPDV�

used to work and they sold Aristons.  
In 1979 I went to Grahams and 
worked with Jimmy Hughes setting up 
turntables which was an unusual 
experience! I was the youngest person 
at Grahams in those days, just 21...
7KHQ�,�PRYHG�RQ�WR�WKH�6RXQG�

Organisation and worked with Roger 

and Hamish, and did all the Sondeks 
for them in the eighties at London 
%ULGJH��,�EULHÁ\�KDG�D�VKRS�FDOOHG�

Auditorium in the City then came to 
ZRUN�IRU�6LPRQ�%\OHV��,QÀGHOLW\��

about seven or eight years ago.
I’ve gone freelance now and work on 

the more challenging turntables; I’ve 
ZRUNHG�RQ�5RNVDQV��7KRUHQV�DQG� 
have a Nottingham Analogue 
FXUUHQWO\��7KHUH�DUH�YHU\�IHZ�

turntables that I haven’t done! 

What got you into turntables?
0\�EURWKHU�KDG�D�7KRUHQV�7'����ZLWK�

an SME arm in the sixties that was the 
ÀUVW�WXUQWDEOH�,�VHW�XS��EXW�,�DOVR�KDG�D�

go with the original AR, but couldn’t 
get on with the arm. It didn’t have a 
bias system and the whole thing turned!

What’s the key to LP12 set-up?
7KH�GHYLO�LV�LQ�WKH�GHWDLO��\RX�KDYH�WR�

have a feel for it and plenty of practice 
because no two are the same. I always 
rebuild the player, clean all the parts 
and examine them, replacing worn 
parts and upgrading others. Earlier 
models before the mid-eighties are the 
worst, but they got more consistent 
DIWHU�WKDW��,W�FDQ�WDNH�PH�ÀYH�RU�VL[�

hours to strip down and rebuild an 
LP12, then it needs to settle overnight 
as it sinks into new grommets.

:KDW�GR�\RX�ÀQG�SHRSOH�JHW�
wrong with turntable set-up?
You get quite a lot of poorly matched 
cartridge and arm combinations. A lot 
of people don’t pay attention to what 
the compliances are. If you’ve got an 
Ittok which is quite a massy tonearm 
then you don’t want to use a cartridge 
with too high a compliance. People put 
QLFH�'HQRQ�FDUWULGJHV�RQ�DUPV�OLNH�

that and after a while they collapse! 

What were you trying to 
achieve with the Khan?
7R�LPSURYH�WKH�SOD\HU�DQG�WR�

complement the Keel. Linn has never 
changed the top-plate. We thought  
that Linn had got that part of it right, 
but what it was hanging from was the 
top-plate and the plinth. We’ve taken 
to using the Chris Harben plinths that 
DUH�GLVWULEXWHG�E\�6\PELRVLV��7KH\�

couple up perfectly with our top-plate, 
he’s incredibly passionate about it and 
does a superb job. Linn has come up 
with a brilliant product which is the 
Keel and they’ve got the Radikal motor 
ZKLFK�LV�H[FHOOHQW��7KLV�LV�E\�QR�PHDQV�

to take away from what it’s done, it’s 
really to complement what Linn has 
achieved with the player. 

OUR VERDICT

PRICE: £795
CONTACT:  
01737 362113
WEBSITE: TIGER-
PAW.COM

DETAILS

The finished product only 
looks distinctively different 
with the platter off!

If you want your Sondek 
to sound like a well-
worn pair of slippers, 
this is not for you...
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